[The foregoing pages ivere suggested by the folloiving. Articles and Letters to the Editor of the < Times,1 which appeared in December 1874 and January 1875. They are here annexed, not only for convenience of reference, lut cdso on account of their intrinsic importance, and their bearing on the whole of the Ritualistic controversy^
I.
.   Article in the i Times,' December 24, 1874.
A Reply to Mr. Gladstone's Political Expostulation has just been issued in the form of a pamphlet by Monsigaor Capel. The title-page, however, informs us that it is reprinted, with additions, 'from the Weekly Register and Oatholic Standard.' It was therefore written rather for the consolation of Catholics than for the conviction of heretics, and we are disposed to think, after perusing it, that Monsignor Capel chose his audience with discretion. He is, no douht, a very good judge of the kind of pleading which is effectual with his own flock, and of the strength of the mental food which they are capable of digesting. We do not doubt, accordingly, that the kind of milk provided in this pamphlet will be very acceptable to those to whom it is addressed; but we are really surprised to find that a preacher who enjoys such a reputation in his own communion is so totally incapable of appreciating the issue before him, or of grappling with an argument. Mr. Gladstone lays himself open to some retorts on minor points, and on these Monsignor Capel shows himself at home. But these are the trivialities of a great controversy, and, except to please Roman Catholics, were scarcely worth notice, and certainly not worth being placed in the front of a ' Reply.' There is more value in some interesting and candid remarks in which Monsignor Capel discusses Mr. Gladstone's statement that the majority of 'converts or captives' are to be found among women and among the wealthier classes. He tells us that < at least 2,000 persons' are received every year in England into the Roman Catholic Church; and of these, as he says, perhaps not more than a dozen are ever heard of beyond their own immediate circle. Canon Oakley states, as the result of his experience, < that the wealthy converts are to the poor in the proportion of one to a hundred;' and, bearing in mind
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